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EDITORIAL

Unacceptable Collusion Between Air Canada and the Harper Dictatorship to 
Attack Workers' Rights

On Wednesday, March 7 the IAMAW (International Association of Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers), representing roughly 8,600 mechanics, baggage handlers and cargo agents, informed Air 
Canada of its intention to begin strike action at one minute after midnight Eastern Time on Monday,  
March 12. This followed the rejection by the membership of a tentative agreement signed by the Union 
and the Company and the subsequent strike vote.

Air Canada management criticized the union for choosing a time when the strike would have an impact  
– the point of any labour action – and fully aware of the scenario that would unfold, arrogantly declared 
that it would do its best to minimize “inconvenience” to the travelling public.

Secure in its knowledge that the Harper dictatorship would defend its interests, Air Canada on 
Thursday declared its intention to lock out the pilots on Monday, after having submitted its “best and 
final offer” the previous day, 23 days into a mediation process that was to have allowed for level-
headed negotiations and could have lasted up to 180 days.

Almost immediately the Minister for Attacking Labour, Lisa Raitt, used her power to refer the disputes  
to the Canadian Industrial Relations Board, as she had done when the flight attendants had threatened 
to strike. Representing a regime that is hell-bent on eliminating the notion of health care as a right in a  
modern society, she suddenly presents herself as concerned about the “health and safety” implications a 
strike or lock-out would have on Canadians. This is an outrageous and unacceptable, vicious attack 
against all workers in this country. We are the ones who are concerned about health and safety – ours 
and that of our fellow Canadians - and not about attempting to drain maximum profit from the 
economy like the monopolies and their government representatives.

In order to justify its actions, Raitt and other representatives of the Harper regime blather on about the 
“fragile” Canadian economy as if they were the ones who were defending it. The government remains 
silent when heavily subsidized monopolies shut their doors and move their production out of the 
country. It is the workers of this country who produce the wealth and are the most interested in 
strengthening the economy. The monopolies like Air Canada are interested only in maximizing the 
fortunes of the shareholders and upper management by skimming off the wealth that the workers 
produce, denying us any say over our working conditions and what we consider should be a Canadian-
standard wage commensurate with the work we perform. 



By defending their interests, the pilots and the members of the IAM are contributing to strengthening 
the Canadian economy, ensuring that more of the added value to which they give rise is available to put  
back into the economy rather than seeing it squirrelled away into the coffers of a very few.

The monopolies and the Harper dictatorship, on the other hand, are determined to attack the security of 
the workers and weaken the economy across the board. Putting these new arrangements into place to 
deny the workers any right to negotiate wages and working conditions, and ultimately deny us the right 
to associate, they are creating a serious disequilibrium in the economy. 

Almost every day one reads in the monopoly press about factories closing, layoffs, demands for more 
concessions that have a serious effect on the economy to say nothing of the lives of the workers 
involved. It is the monopolies and their government servants who are responsible for this and they are 
the ones who must be held accountable for the direction in which they are taking the economy that is  
leading to nation-wrecking rather than nation-building. Workers in all sectors of the economy right 
across the country are becoming increasingly clear about these questions and are determined to turn the 
situation around and hold these governments to account.

“Steelworkers in Hamilton under the leadership of Local 1005 USW upheld their dignity and emerged 
with honour from an eleven-month battle with U.S. Steel. Steelworkers strengthened their social 
consciousness and outlook of the working class as the rising leader of society. They developed new 
forms of organizing to empower their membership to participate consciously in analyzing the concrete 
conditions, make decisions as a collective on strategy and tactics, and as individuals carry out those 
decisions responsibly. In doing so, steelworkers strengthened their independent voice in Hamilton and 
made headway in how to unite the community behind their working class agenda to defend their rights 
and the rights of all against monopoly right and to build a self-reliant and diverse economy under the 
control of Canadians.”i

The workers of Rio Tinto Alcan in Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean, who have been locked out because of their 
fight to defend decent jobs and the economy of their region for themselves and for the future, are 
winning local and international support in their battle. The postal workers are continuing to wage their  
fight against the Harper dictatorship's imposition of unsafe working conditions and humiliating wages. 
The prairie farmers and their supporters are continuing their battle to prevent their Wheat Board from 
being dismantled and the control over the marketing of their grains being handed over to international  
monopolies. Students in Quebec are defending education as a right in a modern society and teachers in 
British Columbia are defending their interests and ability to provide that education.

And, of course, employees in all departments of Air Canada have had to stand together over the past 
year to defend our interests against a company that refuses to recognize the important role we play in 
providing for the transportation needs of Canadians and foreign visitors and in making Air Canada the 
“best international airline in North America”. We have stood as one in this fight and helped to expose 
the anti-worker measures that the Harper dictatorship is putting in place on behalf of the monopolies.

We must continue to put our strength of numbers and organization, along with our social 
consciousness, together with all workers to strengthen the Workers' Opposition and put an end to the 
determination of governments to defend monopoly right against public right. We must force these 
governments to defend the interests of the Canadian people who they self-righteously claim to 
represent.



End the Collusion between Air Canada and the Harper Dictatorship to Attack Workers' Rights!
An Attack Against One is an Attack Against All!
All for One and One for All!

Whose Economy! Our Economy!
Who Decides! We Decide!
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VIDEO LINK

IAMAW Rally at YYZ: 
http://iamaw2323.ca/2012/03/09/iamaw-members-rally-at-terminal-torontos-pearson-airport/
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New Horizons Bulletin is a publication by and for airline workers, particularly In-Flight Service workers. If you 
are receiving the bulletin it is because you or one of your colleagues felt you would be interested in the issues 
discussed. To unsubscribe simply reply with “unsubscribe” in the subject line. Of course, we would appreciate 
hearing why if you no longer wish to receive it.
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i TML Weekly Information Project, December 31, 2011, Number 23


